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All Pueblo Grows—Refreshed!

By Amanda Weidner

This year’s All Pueblo Grows programming is shaping up to be the best yet! After investing
time and energy last fall in identifying areas for growth and refinement, the Master
Gardeners, PCCLD partners, and | are excited to host Pueblo community members at our
free seed catalogues, educational classes, and updated website, allpueblogrows.org.

While on our end, over at the Extension Office, the Master Gardeners and | were working
on policy, organization, and planning, the folks over at the library were making plans to
bring on a local artist to update the seed library catalogues with wonderful new painted
garden designs. As 2025 got going we’ve hosted seed packing parties to get the inventory
ready for the upcoming growing season and updated presentations for the educational
classes. The library has made it possible this year to record our presentations so that if
anyone cannot make it to the class, they can find the recordings on our website and the
library’s YouTube channel!

All of these efforts have now come together and visitors to the library can check out the
new seed catalogues, grab their favorite things to grow, and join us monthly for a
gardening class on a timely topic. So far, we’ve presented on Planning Your Garden &
Composting and Cool Season Crops. Soon we’ll be exploring Transplanting & Common
Weeds and Pests & Diseases. Library patrons can check out up to five packets of seeds per
visit with just their library card and are encouraged to bring back any seeds they may grow
from those plants to share with the community. At each class we also make a seed swap
table available where attendees can come grab a variety of seeds whether commercial or
homegrown here in Pueblo.

Thanks to a grant | applied for and received last year, All Pueblo Grows should have

funding for another round of great growing in 2026 and we couldn’t be more excited!



CO Master Irrigator — Arkansas Valley

By Kristi Bartolo

In January, CSU Extension Agronomy Specialist, Kristi Bartolo, provided a
farmer education course in conjunction with the South Pueblo County
Conservation District. This program, called the Colorado Master Irrigator
Program, is a statewide program. It is a four-day intensive course on irrigation.
The program originally began in Texas, was then brought to Colorado in the
Republican River Basin and has since spread throughout the state serving all of
the different River Basins and bringing education and incentives to farmers in
their respective locations.

Water is one of the most important resources for a community and Pueblo
County is no exception. It is what keeps the long tradition of agriculture
moving forward. In a constantly changing world and climate, farmers are often
faced with difficult decisions about what crops they can irrigate and what
crops may be lost, due to lack of irrigation.

The goal of the Colorado Master Irrigator Program (Arkansas Valley Edition)
focused on helping farmers learn more about how to be efficient and sensible
with their irrigation water through a series of lectures and monetary
incentives. The Conservation District Board and Extension staff worked to
bring in speakers from both academia and industry who could provide
relevant and timely information on irrigation efficiencies and best
management practices within irrigated crops. For one day a week throughout
January, 23 local farmers and 3 ag professionals heard from 35 speakers and
participated in a variety of hands-on activities. They also received monetary
compensation for their time at the course amounting to $1250 along with
other prizes and incentives.

This was a unique opportunity for the local farmers to get together and share
more about their operations, successes and challenges they have overcome
and gain the support and education they need to be able to carry on. Class
evaluations were conducted throughout the course and at least 90% of
participants responded that they learned something new and would be
implementing changes to their irrigation practices, based on what they
learned from the course. This program’s reach not only benefits the farmers
but also will have a ripple effect on the whole Pueblo community. With
farmers better equipped to manage their irrigation, more crops can be grown
sustainably and equitably for the community to receive. Being as this was so
well received this year, the Conservation District and Extension will provide
the program next year, building on successes and reaching more farmers in
Pueblo County and throughout the Arkansas Valley.



17th Western Landscape Symposium a
Resounding Success

By Sherie Shaffer

The 17th annual Western Landscape Symposium, the premier gardening
conference in Southern Colorado, took place on March 29th and once again
proved to be a resounding success. The event drew a sold-out crowd of 300
enthusiastic gardeners eager to learn, connect with fellow enthusiasts, and
embrace the arrival of spring.

This year's symposium was enriched by the insights of a distinguished panel of
speakers. The keynote address was delivered by acclaimed author and podcast
host, Jennifer Jewell, who captivated the audience with her thought-provoking
presentation, "What We Sow in Cultivating our Places." Jewell invited
attendees to delve deeper into their connection with gardening, prompting
reflection on its personal significance.

The day continued with engaging sessions from leading horticultural experts.
Grace Johnson from Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms sparked
inspiration by showcasing top-performing plants observed at the renowned
facility. Irene Shonle, retired CSU Extension Horticulture Specialist, encouraged
a fresh perspective on local flora with her talk on underutilized native plants.
Michelle Nelson from the Colorado Department of Agriculture provided
practical knowledge with an informative session on soil health. Rounding out
the speaker lineup, Denver-based garden author Idelle Fisher shared valuable
techniques for extending the gardening season throughout the year.

Adding another dimension to the day, attendees enjoyed a special lunchtime
film screening of "Mirasol," presented in partnership with Palmer Land
Conservancy. This moving film resonated deeply with the audience, fostering a
sense of inspiration to protect Southern Colorado's vital agricultural heritage.

The symposium also benefited immensely from the enthusiastic participation of

vendors and sponsors from across the state. Attendees had ample opportunity
during breaks to connect with a diverse array of exceptional organizations and
businesses. The generous support received from these partners is integral to
the continued quality and success of this annual event.

With the overwhelming success of the 2025 symposium, organizers are already

looking ahead with excitement to the 2026 event, anticipating another
enriching and engaging experience for the Southern Colorado gardening
community.
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Upcoming Events
For details, call 719-583-6566 or visit
http://pueblo.extension.colostate.edu

Family and Consumer Programs

e Foods Safety Training for Cottage Foods Producers, 3-
year certification, fee $50.00. Various online webinar
dates are available. Register at Eventbrite.com

o Free pressure gauge testing. Call 719-583-6566 for
appointment.

e Follow the FCS program on Facebook at: https://
www.facebook.com/PuebloFCS/

Horticulture Programs

e All Pueblo Grows Seed Library, collecting, and
packaging seeds, and gardening classes throughout
the growing season. Visit: allpueblogrows.org

o Follow the Horticulture program on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
PuebloCountyHorticulture

4-H/Youth Development
e Ongoing Club and County Programs

e Follow us on Facebook at: https://
www.facebook.com/PuebloCounty4H/

Agronomy/Ag/Range/Natural Resources

o Pesticide testing proctoring. Sign-up through CDA:
https://ag.colorado.gov/plants/pesticides/pesticide-
applicator-certification-and-licensing-program

e Ongoing County Programs

o Follow the Ag, Natural Resource and Agronomy
Program on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
PuebloAg

Colorado State University Extension— Pueblo County
701 Court Street, Suite C
Pueblo, CO 81003
719-583-6566
http://pueblo.extension.colostate.edu
https://www.facebook.com/CSUExtensionPueblo

Colorado State University Extension es un proveedor que

Engagement and Extension de CSU garantiza acceso signi igualdad de oponumd'ides para particip:

s personas quienes su primer idioma no es el inglés.

Bee Curious Speaker Event

By Beth Hayes

In late March, the 2025 Bee Curious Speaker event was
put on by the Pueblo County Beekeeper’s Association
(PCBA) and the Pueblo County CSU Extension office.
This event was the largest it has been since the
association started this event with 99 attendees and 8
diversified bee speakers. Topics ranged from talking
about mite treatments, managing for honey, colony
thirst, honey judging, and so much more. It was a great
day filled with education, vendors, food trucks, and
demo tables. This was hosted at the indoor facility at
Pathfinder Park Events Center on March 28" and we
look forward to repeating this success in future years.

The Pueblo County Beekeepers Association is open to
any Pueblo or Southern Colorado resident that has
bees or is interested in becoming a beekeeper. The
association meets monthly on the 3™ Thursday of the
month typically at the Lamb Branch library in Pueblo
but there is also a zoom option that is emailed out to
members. To reach the board for new club meetings or
the online zoom link you can check out the PCBA
website by clicking here: https://
pueblocountybeekeepersassociation.com/ You can
also follow them on Facebook by looking up the Pueblo
County Beekeeper’s Association Page.
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