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Colorado Grasshopper Levels 2024  
2024 was a hard-hitting year for folks in Pueblo with grasshoppers. High levels of infestation were recorded throughout our community 

and a diverse period of hatchings caused constant strain on gardens, trees, orchards, crops, and rangeland. Our high levels of infestation 

happened due to a multitude of factors but one of the biggest driving factors was the weather. Grasshoppers love mild winters, wet 

springs with early thriving plant life, and low summer precipitation. Our winters have been extremely mild for the past few years and 

having very few, to no days, that sat at or below freezing caused grasshoppers’ population numbers to 

spike. The damage they caused to our plant community also greatly impacted our pollinators. By the 

time those beneficial insects were emerging to search for food, the first, or even fourth, hatchings of 

grasshoppers had already decimated the major plant species the pollinators depend on. This dip in 

pollinators caused more crop failure, bird species to falter, and other areas of our ecosystem to grow 

weak.  

The Pueblo CSU Extension office hosted three, in-person, grasshopper management classes for our 

County that provided great information to our local community including management tips based on 

the time of the season and what to look for as the year progressed. Then in November, a statewide 

Colorado Grasshopper webinar was held virtually that included 3 Colorado entomologists and the 

leading rangeland grasshopper researcher, Scott Schnell from the University of Wyoming. Great 

information was shared in every aspect of grasshopper management from backyard grow concerns to 

large acres of land. To watch the full webinar or to access the presentation materials click here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=8Bb91fOnCcQ  

Based on the current USDA APHIS maps, Pueblo was one of the hardest hit counties in the state for grasshoppers in 2024 which means 

many of them laid eggs for the 2025 season. If we can hold onto our winter weather and have below freezing temperatures for ~4 days at 

a time we might have a shot at seeing lower hatchings in the spring of 2025. We plan to stay engaged with the Pueblo community to help 

educate and prepare for any insect levels for the new year.  
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Celebrating Success and New Beginnings: 2024 

Pueblo County 4-H Achievement Night 

The 2024 Pueblo County 4-H Achievement Night was a memorable evening filled with 

celebration, recognition, and appreciation for the incredible efforts of our   4-H community. 

This special event highlighted the hard work and accomplishments of our 4-H youth, whose 

dedication to their projects, clubs, and communities throughout the past year showcased 

the very best of what 4-H represents. From livestock to leadership, cake decorating to 

woodworking, our youth demonstrated their passion, perseverance, and growth in countless 

ways, and this night was an opportunity to honor their achievements. 

Equally important, Achievement Night celebrated the unwavering commitment of our 4-H 

volunteers. These individuals, from organizational leaders to project resource mentors, play 

an essential role in guiding and supporting our youth. Their countless hours of dedication 

and their heartfelt investment in the success of our program make them the backbone of 

our 4-H community. Without their enthusiasm and generosity, the opportunities for learning 

and personal growth that our youth experience would not be possible. 

A particularly special moment during the evening was the recognition of our  

4-H youth aging out of the program. These members, who have dedicated many years to      

4-H, were celebrated for their significant contributions and personal growth. It was a time to 

honor their hard work and reflect on the impact they’ve made in their clubs and 

communities. As they transition out of 4-H, they were wished well on their next adventures, 

whether pursuing higher education, starting careers, or exploring new opportunities. Their 

legacy of leadership and dedication serves as an inspiration to younger members, and they 

will always hold a special place in the 4-H family. 

This annual event also marked the beginning of a new 4-H year, serving as an inspiring 

moment to reflect on the successes of the past and set sights on future goals. It reminded us 

of the lasting impact 4-H has on building skills, fostering friendships, and strengthening 

communities. By coming together to celebrate, we not only recognized the exceptional 

contributions of our youth and volunteers but also reignited the excitement and 

commitment that make the 4-H program such a vital and vibrant part of Pueblo County. 



Fall Farm Tour  

This past fall, CSU Extension Agronomy Specialist, Kristi Bartolo, conducted a 

farm tour with the Colorado State University Pueblo Collegiate Farm Bureau 

within Pueblo County. Though small, the group of four women experienced 

and learned more about Agriculture in Pueblo. This gave these aspiring 

students a unique opportunity to experience different aspects of what makes 

agriculture so important here, being one of the largest economic drivers 

along with being culturally and traditionally relevant to the communities who 

live here. Having a firsthand look at certain issues and challenges farmers 

face, the students can work to advocate through their Farm Bureau program to 

enhance and propel farming into the future as a viable and sustainable means 

of living.   

The tour consisted of three stops with different topics and farmers to meet. 

The first stop was along the Bessemer Ditch. This irrigation canal is one of the 

most significant canals along the Arkansas River. It provides irrigation water to 

hundreds of farms along its course and holds some of the oldest water rights in 

the region. The students learned how the ditch works and how farmers “share” 

water amongst themselves, and how the ditch is maintained throughout the 

season. They were able to see the flow meters which help the ditch managers 

know exactly what is going through the canal.  

The tour also stopped at Pantaleo Farms, took a hay ride, picked pumpkins and 

learned about agrotourism is a helpful “value-added” part of agriculture that 

farmers sometimes employ to make ends meet. The final stop was at Potestio 

farms, hearing from the farm manager and how they have integrated livestock 

into their operation to encourage benefit of animal disturbance on the fields. 

They also picked Pueblo Chile and learned how to roast these peppers.  

As more members join CSU-Pueblo Collegiate Farm Bureau, there will be more 

opportunities for those students to get involved with Agriculture here and 

throughout the state.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

For details, call 583-6566 or visit  

http://pueblo.extension.colostate.edu  
 

Family and Consumer Programs 

• Foods Safety Training for Cottage Foods Producers, 3-
year certification, fee $50.00. Various online webinar 
dates are available. Register at Eventbrite.com 

• Artisan Bread Workshop, Feb 3, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., 
Fee: $15.00, register on Eventbrite.com 

• Free pressure gauge testing. Call 719-583-6566 for 
appointment. 

• Follow the FCS program on Facebook at: https://
www.facebook.com/PuebloFCS/  

Horticulture Programs 

• All Pueblo Grows Seed Library, collecting and 
packaging seeds. Visit: allpueblogrows.org  

• Garden Tools: Care & Maintenance, Jan 28, 1:00 –
3:00 p.m., Fee: $10.00, register on Eventbrite.com 

• Cultivating Native Plants: What Comes After 
Germination, Feb 7, 5:30 –7:30 p.m., Fee: $5.00, 
register on Eventbrite.com 

• Follow the Horticulture program on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/
PuebloCountyHorticulture 

4-H/Youth Development 

• Ongoing Club and County Programs 

• Follow us on Facebook and YouTube 

Agronomy/Ag/Range/Natural Resources 

• Ongoing County Programs 

• Follow the Ag, Natural Resource and Agronomy 
Program on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
PuebloAg 
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Engagement and Extension de CSU garantiza acceso significativo e igualdad de oportunidades para participar a las personas quienes su primer idioma no es el inglés.       Col.st/ll0t3  

As the gardening season was winding down, there were 

some of us who had already set our sights on spring 

2025 and were preparing by planning out our 

composting strategy! On October 24th, as the leaves 

were in full color, we were devising how to best use 

them in our beds and compost piles during our 

Composting and Worm Bucket class. During the class, 

we covered not only the basics of how to put together 

a successful compost pile, but also all of the science 

behind why they are so useful to have. Being able to 

turn to your own yard to give you the rich growing 

medium that produces happy and productive plants is 

priceless.  

Along with all of the composting details, we also dove 

into how to start your own worm composting bucket so 

that food scraps, especially during the winter, can be 

easily composted indoors. Our students put together 

their 2-bucket systems, added strips of damp 

newspaper, a little delicious worm food, and a handful 

of red wiggler worms. Then they packed them up to 

take home and begin the journey of vermicomposting 

on their own.  

Composting for the Future 


