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Well, summer thus far has turned out to be
mostly hot and dry. There has been some rain but not
nearly enough for my liking. The fire danger continues
to be high with recent wildfire occurring in the area.
With the current conditions around here it will not take
much for something like that to happen anywhere in
the area. Be safe out there and make sure any fire
you light is dead out before you leave.
The issue so far this year around here has
been the grasshoppers. Grasshoppers are always
around, but it would appear they are thicker this year
than they have been anytime in recent memory. The
last couple of years we have had small pockets of high numbers scattered
around the county, but it seems this year they are just about everywhere with
very few people finding relief from them. I have included an article about the
grasshoppers in this newsletter and I hope it gives you some information on
what can be done about them. The good news is the grasshopper population
seems to go in cycles and eventually the numbers will go back down.
As you get this, County Fair will be in full swing with livestock shows,
community events and the youth of the county displaying their hard work. I
always enjoy helping out and seeing what the young people are capable of
doing. Many of these will be the producers of our food in the future and
helping to educate and guide them in their endeavors is rewarding. Come out
to the State Fairgrounds this week and see for yourself what they have been
up to. I am sure you will be impressed.
We are working on putting together several programs and classes for
the late summer and fall. There will be a Poultry Health class on August 9th to
talk about health issues in your backyard flocks. I am also working with our
new Range Specialist to put together another Range Walk and tap into his
expertise to provide another perspective on our natural resources. Watch for
details to come out soon. Finally, I am working with the Pueblo County
Stockmen to provide a Beef Quality Assurance Certification Program. We will
be inviting other area cattle producers as well to this event to learn about the
safe production of our meat products.
Enjoy the rest of your summer and find a way to stay cool.

All articles written by Tom Laca unless
otherwise indicated.

Tom Laca is the Extension Agent for Small Acreage/Range/Natural Resources Management in the Colorado State
University Extension Pueblo County office. He can be reached at (719) 583-6566 or Tom.Laca@colostate.edu
Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Pueblo County cooperating. Extension programs are available to all without discrimination.
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Drought Update
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For more details and maps go to:
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

This map is updated
weekly and can be
viewed at
http://
droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

From this website,
if you are viewing
the US map, click on
the state of Colorado
to view a more
detailed map.

Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Pueblo County cooperating. Extension programs are available to all without discrimination.
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NOAA’s Three-Month Temperature & Precipitation Outlook
Aug—Oct, 2016
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Upcoming Classes: Call CSU Extension/Pueblo County for information—719-583-6566
Protect Your Flock—Tuesday, August 9, 2016, FREE workshop presented by Luci Dimick, DVM, USDA APHIS.
Learn low-cost ways to keep your birds healthy during this interactive presentation. RSVP requested call
719-583-6566.
Range Walk—TBA
Beef Quality Assurance Certification Program—TBA

Monthly Meetings
Pueblo County Farm Bureau meets the second Thursday of each month at Farm Bureau Insurance office,
1900 E. Santa Fe Dr., at 6:00 p.m.
Pueblo County Stockmen’s Association meets the first Thursday of each month at Mesa Vet Clinic at 7 p.m.
Turkey Creek Conservation District meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month, Time: 2:30 p.m.
Location: 200 S. Santa Fe Ave., 4th floor, Call: (719) 543-8386 Ext. 116 for details.
South Pueblo Conservation District meets the 3rd Thursday of every month, Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: 200 S. Santa Fe Ave., 4th floor, Call: (719) 543-8386 Ext. 3 for details.

Noxious Weed Control Plan
 50% Cost Share is available to property owners who apply and are afflicted with a species of weed listed on

the Colorado Noxious Weed A or B List.
 Turkey Creek Conservation District highlights their role in Pueblo County’s Noxious Weed Control Program.
 User friendly method of making this cost share an easy reality for landowners.
 Contact Turkey Creek Conservation District at 719-543-8386 ext. 116 or email: info@puebloweeds.com

website: www.puebloweeds.com
Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Pueblo County cooperating. Extension programs are available to all without discrimination.
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How to beat the ‘cheat’.
By Donald F. Schoderbek, CSU Extension Regional Extension
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I was recently driving around with a producer south of Iliff, and we came upon the site of a
cheatgrass invasion in his pasture. This wheat-colored, short-statured, winter annual grass is a
problem weed in all 50 states, as well as many Mexican states and all 10 Canadian provinces. In
Colorado, cheatgrass is listed as a noxious weed. As such, counties possess legal authority for
regulation and management of this plant. This weed is especially prevalent on roadsides, railway
and utility right-of-ways, and disturbed areas. Increasingly, it is also dominating large rangeland
pastures, where it ‘cheats’ the native prairie of valuable nutrients and moisture.
Like many High Plains plants, this
one has a colorful word history.
Cheatgrass’ Latin name is Bromus
tectorum, due to its tendency to grow in
decaying/old sod roofs. Its Latin root is
‘tectum’, for roof, and ‘bromus’, for oats;
hence the name Bromus tectorum, or
“grass of the roofs”. This speaks to
cheatgrass’ exceptional competitive
ability. Other names include downy
brome, early chess, wheat-thief, and
Mormon oats. (Author’s note: for the
remainder of this column, I will use the
Latin name B. tectorum for clarity.)

Photo: Typical cheatgrass invasion in rural Sedgwick County. The pasture
on the left is fully invaded, and the manager of the pasture on the right is
preventing invasion through grazing management. Photo credit: author.

B. tectorum is originally native to the Near East. The first reported collection of B. tectorum
in the USA was in the 1860s, but recent genetic evidence suggests an entry into the continent in
the 1790’s. The grass was often used as packing material and bedding, and quickly spread across
the country with Western settlement. As an annual grass, which dies each year, it has a distinct
competitive advantage over the perennial, persistent native prairie. The historic droughts of the
late 20th and early 21st century have also created near-ideal conditions for expansion.
In the last 30 years, B. tectorum has taken over huge areas of the West. Estimates for
infestation in the US range from 50 – 150 million acres, an area about twice the size of Colorado.
This has had a profound ecological and economic impact, especially in the Great Basin.
Universities and federal agencies have aggressively pursued management and control methods,
with some success. Because of B. tectorum’s ability to germinate either in the fall or the spring,
control can be especially problematic. Pre-emergent herbicides, often a rancher’s first resort, may
not be effective if the plant has germinated in the fall and overwintered.
With B. tectorum, any control program will likely be a war of attrition. Each individual plant
produces ~500 seeds per year, and some vigorous stands have been documented to produce
>10 million seeds per acre (i.e. several seeds per square inch). However, the seedbank is
generally not persistent, often only lasting 2 – 3 years. This means that with a sound
management plan, effective control can be completed in a manageable time scale. Several
control methods have been shown to be effective in our region. If you truly want to beat the
‘cheat’, here are some helpful ways to go about it.
Continued on page 5
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How to beat the ‘cheat’. continued from page 4
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2. GRAZE IT. Believe it or not, B. tectorum actually has excellent forage value prior to seed
set. Plants often test in the 10 – 17% crude protein range, which can provide top-shelf forage
for calves in the spring. However, once seed set occurs, the plants quickly drop in palatability
and quality. The most effective grazing system is called mob grazing. In this system, a dense
herd of livestock is ‘pushed’ across the land while they graze, usually by a combination of
fencing, dogs, and riders (similar to the ‘grazing trails’ of the 19th century). This high-intensity,
low-frequency system can reduce seed production by more than 90%, as well as providing
forage at a crucial time of year for cow-calf systems. However, properly timing the grazing can
often be a challenge, due to the short window of palatability.
3. SPRAY IT. Several herbicides can successfully control B. tectorum.
- Imazapic (Plateau). This is the most widely-used herbicide for B. tectorum control. It works by
stopping amino acid synthesis in the grass. It is most effective when applied between
emergence and the 3 - 4 leaf stage. When properly applied, this herbicide generally does not
have a negative impact on native grasses. It also has a relatively low health risk to humans and
animals.
- Glyphosate (Roundup). This is a very standard herbicide, and is widely used worldwide. It
also stops amino acid synthesis. When used for B. tectorum control, a light mix rate is used to
minimize harm to the native prairie. However, some harm to the native species is likely to
occur. Timing the application to coincide with active B. tectorum vegetative growth is also
critical, proving another limitation.
- Paraquat (Many trade names). This is the ‘nuclear option’ for B. tectorum control. Paraquat
has been used extensively by the DEA and military forces as a defoliant. It is a salt that works
by killing any green plant material on contact. When used, take care to avoid any exposure for
> 1 year to humans or animals – it is highly toxic. However, it is very effective, and may be
the last (or only) resort. Interestingly, it is also widely available in hardware stores as a weed
spot treatment.
Additional resources:
Cheatgrass Management Handbook. 2013. Published jointly by UW and CSU
extension. Available at: http://www.wyomingextension.org/agpubs/pubs/
B1246.pdf
Cheatgrass Fact Sheet. 2003. Published by Colorado State Parks.
Available at: https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/ResourceStewardship/DowneyBrome.pdf

-Donald F. Schoderbek is a Range Specialist with the CSU Extension Peaks & Plains Region, serving
32 counties in Eastern Colorado and the San Luis Valley. He is based out of the Northeast
Regional Engagement Center in historic downtown Sterling.

Newsletter Update—If you know of someone who would like to receive our quarterly newsletter,
please contact Carolyn at 583-6574 or valdez@co.pueblo.co.us.
Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Pueblo County cooperating. Extension programs are available to all without discrimination.
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Grasshopper Control
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It’s looking to be the year of the grasshopper for many of us here in Pueblo County. It would seem
that most parts of the county are experiencing higher than usual grasshopper populations. So the
question is, what can we do to control this population explosion of garden destroying insects?
I hate to be the bearer of bad news but I doubt we will ever fully control
grasshoppers. They are one of the most difficult insects to manage and
their migratory behavior can bring in more following the eradication of your
current problem. As we eliminate the first assault, there is another wave
waiting to take their place in your yard.
Cultural Control:
One way to help keep them from attacking is to provide a habitat and food
source away from your garden and ornamental plants. A green border of
tall, lush grass will help to keep the grasshoppers occupied and away from
your plants. The problem here lies in the fact that when the grass does dry
out or is mowed, guess where they are headed next? Using screens or
other covers to protect plants can be beneficial as well, but remember
grasshoppers can and will chew though most of these materials.
Natural Control:
Natural controls for grasshoppers include predators, such as birds,
nematodes, mites, and disease. One grasshopper disease has been made
available commercially for organic control of grasshoppers. Nosema
Locustae is a protozoa that infects the digestive system of grasshoppers
leading to a suppressed appetite and eventually death. Evidence of the
effectiveness of control using this method will take several weeks. It is
available as a bran bait that is placed in areas where grasshoppers feed.
The grasshopper must consume the bait to become infected and not all
species are affected the same. Adult grasshoppers are not as susceptible to nosema as nymphs,
thus this product is best utilized when grasshoppers first hatch. This bait is also perishable and
should be kept refrigerated and expiration dates checked. One advantage of the Nosema Locustae
is that it only targets grasshoppers and does not harm other insects. It is safe for pollinators and its
use is allowed in organic production.
Chemical control:
There are several chemicals available labeled for use in grasshopper control. Chemical control can
be done through liquid sprays or applied on baits. In general, sprays are more effective than baits
but baits are safer for other non-target insects. Baits are formulated by mixing the insecticide with
a carrier—such as bran—which kill the insects as they feed on the bait. The grasshopper must eat
the bait for it to be effective and baits must be reapplied after a rain or heavy dew.
Carbaryl (Sevin) is a common insecticide used for grasshopper control. It is available as a spray bait
or dust and is usually safe for use on fruits and vegetables. Acephate will work systemically in the
plant and persist longer than other chemicals in the environment. Because of this it is not to be
used on edible crops. Malathion is another broad spectrum insecticide that is effective on
grasshoppers.
As always, be sure to read and follow label directions for any and all chemicals you are using. For
more information on control measures and strategies contact the Extension Office at 719-583-6566.

Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Pueblo County cooperating. Extension programs are available to all without discrimination.
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Know a Noxious—Common mullein (Verbascum thapsus )
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Facts:
Is a non-native biennial forb.
Has yellow 5-lobed flowers on long spikes.
The first year produces a rosette of leaves with the following year
producing a single stout stem from the rosette, 2-5 feet tall.
Leaves are covered with soft fine hairs that may cause irritation of the
skin.
Flowers from June through August producing over 100,000 seeds per
plant.
Seeds can last in the soil for over 80 years.
Control:
Cultural: Minimize soil disturbances to prevent Common mullein from
establishing is the most effective and economical means of control.
Mechanical: Cutting the plant below the rosette through the root crown
prevents sprouting and additions to the seed bank. Removal of the flower
stalk before flowering will also help to decrease the seed bank.
Biological: There is currently no biological control agents for Common
mullein.
Chemical: Always read the label and follow directions when using any chemical. Use of a surfactant
when spraying Common mullein is highly recommended due to the fine hairs on the leaves. See
table below for a list and recommendations provided by Colorado Department of Agriculture Fact
Sheet.
HERBICIDE
Chlorsulfuron (Telar XP)

RATE
1-3 oz/acre

APPLICATION TIMING
Apply to rosette stages in spring or fall
prior to bolting. Add non-ionic
surfactant at 0.32 oz/gal or 1 pt/100
gal water.

2,4-D Picloram (Grazon P+D
*this is a Restricted Use
Pesticide*)

4 pts/acre

Apply to rosette stages in spring or fall
prior to bolting. Add non-ionic
surfactant @ 0.32 oz/gal water or 1
pt/100 gal water. DO NOT apply near
trees/shrubs/high water table.

Picloram (Tordon 22K *this is
a Restricted Use Pesticide*)

1-2 qts/acre

Apply to rosette stages to early growth
stages in spring or fall. Add non-ionic
surfactant @ 0.32 oz/gal water or 1
pt/100 gal water. DO NOT Apply near
trees/shrubs/high water table.

Metsulfuron (Cimmaron)

1.0 oz/acre

Apply to rosette stages in spring or
fall. Add non-ionic surfactant @ 0.32
oz/gal water or 1 pt/100 gal water.

Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Pueblo County cooperating. Extension programs are available to all without discrimination.
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Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)
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By Michael Fisher, Pueblo County Extension Director

The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) was established in the 1930s to protect workers. It
oversees matters related to the minimum wage, child labor laws, time worked by an employee, &
overtime exemptions. The Department of Labor oversees compliance with the FLSA and has the
authority to issue fines & penalties to employers who are in noncompliance.
The overtime exemption section of the FLSA is being updated with new values taking effect
on December 1, 2016. Since 1940, a position has to be “tested” in three tests to determine if the
position is subject to overtime pay or not. The first test looks at the position’s salary and
determines if there is a predetermined and fixed salary level that does not suffer reductions. The
second test reviews if that salary level meets a minimum specified amount. Finally, the third test
looks at the job duties within the position. The duties test has exemption qualifications for some
positions that are classified as executive, administrative, professional, agricultural, and computer
related.
While employers need to review the duties based test in the new
FLSA regulations to see if this has changed the status of some
employees, changes to the salary based test is going to have a broad
impact on how employers and employees conduct business. Currently,
the FLSA lists $23,660 as the minimum salary that is eligible for exempt
status. Beginning December 1st, the minimum exempt status salary
value will more than double to $47,476. It is important to note that
while the Department of Labor reports this on an annual salary basis,
the overtime determination is calculated on weekly hours worked.
Positions that do not successfully pass all three exemption tests are
eligible for overtime pay. (Some organizations may be able to provide comp time for any hours
worked above 40 in a week in lieu of overtime pay.) This includes time that the employee spends
answering work related calls on their cell phone or work related emails they read and/or respond to
after hours.
If you have employees who are currently considered to have exempt status, you really
should take some time to review their positions under the new regulations. It is possible that some
positions may have to be reclassified to nonexempt. The fines & penalties associated with this
regulation are quite significant. Additionally, it is important to note that the new regulations have
established that an update to the FLSA should take place every three years. The US Department of
Labor has established information on their website regarding what they call “The Overtime Rule.”
CSU Extension Upcoming Classes: Call 719-583-6566 for more information.
Yard and Garden—Rain Barrel Workshop, Tuesday, August 2, 2016, cost is $15/person or $25/
couple sharing materials. Register online through Eventbrite or with cash or check at our office.
Deadline—July 26.
Pollination Maker Workshop Series—Going Batty, Saturday, August 13, 2016, cost is $35/person
and $5 each additional person. Materials are included. Register online through Eventbrite or with cash or
check at our office. Deadline—August 5.
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